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Description
A seat lift mechanism is incorporated in a chair which is controlled by the individual and is used to assist the individual 
from a seated to a standing position.  Seat lift mechanisms include examples such as commode chair lifts, commode 
chair with integrated seat lift mechanism (non-electric and electric), bathroom or toilet patient lifts, and mechanized 
chair lifts.

Policy
There is no policy statement for this Operating Procedure.

Policy Guidelines
There are no Policy Guidelines for this Operating Procedure. 

Benefit Applications
Coverage for a seat lift mechanism varies across plans. Check the member contract for specific benefits.

Most contracts exclude benefits for items considered to be for comfort or convenience, for environmental control, 
furniture items, exercise equipment or institutional equipment, as they are not considered to be medical and surgical 
supplies.

Benefits are not provided for over-the-counter items or supplies, as determined by CareFirst, that are available for 
purchase without a prescription, unless otherwise a covered service.  A prescription from the provider does not 
guarantee coverage by CareFirst.

Provider Guidelines
Under many benefit plans, seat lift mechanisms* are specifically excluded and, therefore, are generally not covered. If 
coverage is available to the member, the following conditions of coverage apply:

 Individual has the ability to ambulate/walk once standing.
 Individual has a condition such as severe arthritis of hip or a neuromuscular disease that makes standing up 

from any chair in their home impossible. 
 Patient requires periodic movement to achieve improvement in condition or to prevent deterioration.
 Appropriate therapeutic modalities designed to enable the individual to transfer from a chair to a standing 

position (e.g., medications, physical therapy, occupational therapy) have been attempted without lasting 
success

 Provider with appropriate expertise in patient's condition has evaluated patient and recommended seat lift 
mechanism.

 Prescription is for 1 or more of the following:
o Seat lift mechanism incorporated into combination lift-chair mechanism
o Seat lift mechanism to be placed on patient-owned furniture or toilet
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*Coverage for a seat lift mechanism, if available, is limited to the seat lift mechanism only, even if the mechanism is 
incorporated into a chair.

Various seat lift mechanisms should be reported with HCPCS codes E0170, E0171, E0172, E0627,E0629.  

Cross References to Related Policies and Procedures
1.01.001 Durable Medical Equipment with Attached Table, Policy. 
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and considering the resources, CareFirst does not in any way endorse the contents thereof nor assume any 
liability or responsibility in connection therewith. The opinions and conclusions of the authors of these 
resources are their own and may or may not be in agreement with those of CareFirst.
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This policy statement relates only to the services or supplies described herein.  Coverage will vary from 
contract to contract and by line of business and should be verified before applying the terms of the policy.


