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Medical Policy Reference Manual
Medical Policy Operating Procedure

9.01.008A  Continuous Local Delivery of Anesthesia to 
Operative Sites Using an Elastomeric Infusion Pump
         Original MPC Approval:  09/13/2006
         Last Review: 05/17/2010
         Last Revision:  05/17/2010

Description

No further review is scheduled as this Operating Procedure or Policy is either primarily administrative in 
nature or addresses operational issues only, is mandated by statute or regulation, or it is unlikely that further 
published literature would change the determination.

Local delivery of anesthesia to operative sites is designed to reduce postoperative pain, while limiting systemic side 
effects of anesthesia. Additional benefits include reduced need for oral narcotics, decreased incidence of 
breakthrough pain, and faster return to normal activities. Drug delivery can be regulated through the use of simple 
disposable elastomeric pumps filled with anesthetics such as ropivicaine or bupivacaine, attached to a variety of 
catheters that provide continuous delivery of the drug to the surgical site. Catheters may contain multiple openings so 
that the drug seeps into the operative wound all along its length, similar in concept to a “soaker” hose. Elastomeric 
infusion pumps are designed to deliver drugs for up to 5 days postoperatively followed by removal of the catheter. 
Use of elastomeric pumps to deliver local anesthesia has been investigated in the following postoperative clinical 
situations:

• Orthopedic procedures, such as repair of the anterior cruciate ligament
• Urology procedures, such as prostatectomy
• Plastic surgery procedures
• Obstetrical/gynecologic procedures, such as cesarean section
• Gastrointestinal surgery procedures, such as hemorrhoidectomy or gastric bypass
• Thoracic surgery procedures, such as thoracotomy
• Cardiovascular surgery procedures, such as sternotomy

Trade names of elastomeric pumps and associated catheters that have received approval for marketing from the U.S. 
Food and Drug Administration (FDA), include, but are not limited to, Infusor System™, On-Q® Post Op Pain Relief 
System, On-Q Soaker™ catheter delivery system, and the Pain Buster ™ Pain Management System.

Policy

There is no Medical Policy with this Operating Procedure. 

Policy Guidelines

There are no Medical Policy Guidelines with this Operating Procedure. 

Benefit Applications
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Separate benefits are not provided for catheter insertion and removal to provide continuous local delivery of 
anesthesia to an operative site as it is considered included inthe allowance for the surgery. In addition, any 
disposable items, such as infusion pumps (e.g. A4305, A4306) used in conjunction with this service, are considered 
included in the allowance for the surgery and/or facility fee.
 

Provider Guidelines

For additional information, refer to the CareFirst General Provider Manual, Policy Statements, "Global Surgical, 
Anesthesia, and Maternity Reimbursement Guidelines" section, @ www.carefirst.com.  

Cross References to Related Policies and Procedures

Anesthesia Services, 9.01.001A
Global Surgical Care Rules, 10.01.009A 

References

The following were among the resources reviewed and considered in developing this policy.  By 
reviewing and considering the resources, CareFirst does not in any way endorse the contents 
thereof nor assume any liability or responsibility in connection therewith.  The opinions and 
conclusions of the authors of these resources are their own and may or may not be in agreement 
with those of CareFirst.

No references

This policy statement relates only to the services or supplies described herein.  Coverage will 
vary from contract to contract and by line of business and should be verified before applying the 

terms of the policy.


